
Ms Sylvie Retailleau
Ministry of Higher Education, 
Research and Innovation
1, rue Descartes
75231 Paris

June 2022
Subject: put an end to cruel forced swimming experiments

Dear Madam,

Thanks to the One Voice Association, I have learned of the authorisation by your services this year for a research project which plans to submit hundreds of rats to electric shocks, followed by forced swimming tests that are particularly stressful.
The stated aim of these cruel experiments is to develop new antidepressant medications. However, alternatives to animal experimentation exist to help those concerned, particularly the development of prevention and support for those who are unwell! 
You must know that the treatments taught most often in French universities are not effective for treating problems such as depression. This surely explains why France is one of the countries where the use of psychoactive drugs is the highest in Europe.
How can you approve these tests involving so much stress and suffering for the animals while other alternative methods exist? Developing teaching of psychology in public universities is urgent in the 21st century. Instead of inflicting suffering on animals to keep giving more medications to those who are suffering from depression, it would be better to look at helping them without hurting anyone!
I implore you, alongside One Voice, to retract this project authorisation and to commit, as numerous organisations abroad have done, to no longer authorising research projects using cruel tests such as forced swimming and electric shocks.
Minister, please accept my warmest regards.

(signature)
